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DOREEN SOUTHAM — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Armadale 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [12.51 pm]: On 6 June 2020, Doreen Southam passed away at Dale Cottages in 
Armadale. Doreen was born on 3 July 1942 in war-torn Britain. Throughout her life, she displayed the determined 
British bulldog resilient spirit that was on show during the war years in Britain where citizens pulled together for 
the war effort. Doreen was my first legal secretary, but, more importantly, she was my friend. She was also the 
friend of many whom she came in contact with, including members of the Armadale–Kelmscott branch of the 
Australian Labor Party. Doreen was a dedicated member of the Labor Party. She helped many Labor candidates 
in elections. Various orthopaedic surgeries did not slow her down; she just turned up with walking sticks or in splints 
and got on with the job. 
At the 2015 Canning by-election, Doreen set up the pre-polling booth on many days, and after her car was vandalised 
and off the road for a few days, she pushed the campaign materials to the booth in a shopping trolley. But Doreen 
was more than a dedicated member of the Labor Party. Doreen was a dedicated member of her local community. 
Yes, she was on the red side, but she was also on the side of people in the community, whatever their politics. Her 
driving motivation was to help build a great community and to help those who needed help. 
Doreen was always on the move. She had to be order to fit in all the tasks she set herself on a daily basis. Whether 
it was gardening at home, helping out running the Armadale Neighbourhood Watch group, or supporting her 
grandson, Doreen approached all tasks and challenges with enthusiasm and enjoyment. Simply put, Doreen loved 
life. All those who came in contact with Doreen loved her. 
Rest in peace my friend, the wonderful and beautiful Doreen Southam. 
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